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Guest Editor’s Introduction

By Erin M. Espinosa, PhD. Director of Research, Evident Change & John J. Rodriguez,
Associate Professor, Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice, University of Texas at
Arlington
Immigration has been an anchor point for U.S. political debate for decades. Policymakers,
politicians, and practitioners have debated the economic, security, and humanitarian concerns
related to immigration and its impact on neighborhoods and families for decades1. According to
the Census Bureau, immigrants account for almost 14 percent of the U.S. population, and
together with their U.S. born children, make up about 26 percent of individuals living in the
U.S.2 More specifically, a quarter of children living in the United States today have at least one
parent who is an immigrant3 and these youth are expected to be one third of all U.S. children by
20504. Half of the children of immigrant families live in four states: California, Florida, New
York, and Texas5. More specifically, almost six million children have at least one undocumented
parent in their household6 and between 2015 and 2017, nearly 90,000 parents of U.S. born
children were deported7 back to their home countries.
Immigrant families and their children have distinct characteristics and experiences that have
significant implications for placing children at risk of negative life events such as human
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trafficking and/or homelessness, and involvement with child welfare and justice systems. For
example, more than a quarter (26%) of children of immigrant families live below the poverty
level compared to 19% of children with native born parents8.
This special issue is dedicated to issues related to the intersection of immigration, associated
risks, and family strengths. Although documentation of experiences of immigrants with justice
and child welfare systems has increased over the last five years9, there remains much to be
documented to facilitate an understanding of the challenges that immigrant families face and
their strengths in overcoming risks. For example, the need for placement and care for
unaccompanied, refugee, and immigrant children has grown exponentially and placed a strain on
the already under-resourced child placing and foster care systems.10 These youth are often less
considered for adoption or are viewed as being at high risk of delinquency11.
This special issue will provide a space for academic scholars, practitioners, professionals and
system impacted individuals to discuss and explore the attributes of immigrant families that
contribute to placing children at risk (e.g., immigration status, country of origin), correlation to
negative life events (e.g. human trafficking) impact of system involvement (e.g., child welfare or
justice) on immigrant families and their children and identify policy or program
recommendations to address the unique issues related to immigration and families (e.g.,
settlement communities, etc.).
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